Lectionary February 2018
Sunday, February 4, 2018 – Sexagesima (B)
Hosea 2:14-23
Thus says the Lord: “Therefore, behold, I will allure Israel, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly
to her. And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer
as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. And in that day, declares the Lord,
you will call me ‘My Husband,’ and no longer will you call me ‘My Baal.’ For I will remove the names of the Baals
from her mouth, and they shall be remembered by name no more. And I will make for them a covenant on that day
with the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow,
the sword, and war from the land, and I will make you lie down in safety. And I will betroth you to me forever. I will
betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. I will betroth you to me in faithfulness.
And you shall know the Lord. And in that day I will answer, declares the Lord, I will answer the heavens, and they
shall answer the earth, and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, and I
will sow her for myself in the land. And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, ‘You are
my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’”
Psalm 103:1-22)
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II Corinthians 3:4-11, 17—4:2
Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim
anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. Now if the ministry of death,
carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory,
which was being brought to an end, will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? For if there was glory in
the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. Indeed, in this case, what once
had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. For if what was being brought to an
end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory.
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face,
beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart.
But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word,
but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God.
Mark 2:18-22
Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people came and said to him, “Why do John’s disciples
and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests
fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The days
will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day. No one sews a piece of
unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is
made. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins—and the wine is
destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for fresh wineskins.”

Sunday, February 11, 2018 – Quinquagesima (B)
I Kings 19:9-18
Elijah fled to Mount Horeb, and there he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the Lord came
to him, and he said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He said, “I have been very jealous for the Lord, the
God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” And he said, “Go out and stand on
the mount before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke
in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord
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was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound
of a low whisper. And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of
the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He said, “I have been
very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” And
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall anoint
Hazael to be king over Syria. And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son
of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your place. And the one who escapes from the sword of
Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. Yet I will
leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Psalm 27:1-9
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II Peter 1:16-21
We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the
voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves
heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. And we have something more
sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from
someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
Mark 9:2-9
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach
them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi,
it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This
is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.
And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man
had risen from the dead.

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 — ASH WEDNESDAY
BCP 124-125

Sunday, February 18, 2018 — First Sunday in Lent (B)
Genesis 9:8-17
After the waters of the flood had subsided, God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “Behold, I establish my
covenant with you and your offspring after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock,
and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. I establish my
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be
a flood to destroy the earth.” And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign
of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
Psalm 25:1-9
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I Peter 3:18-22
Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they
formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not
as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been
subjected to him.
Mark 1:9-13
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up
out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” The Spirit immediately drove him out into
the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals,
and the angels were ministering to him.

Saturday, February 24, 2018— The Feast of St. Matthias the Apostle (Noon)
BCP 233-235

Sunday, February25, 2018— Second Sunday in Lent (B)
Genesis 22:1-14
God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Take your son, your only
son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains
of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God
had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his
young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” And
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the
knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am
I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God
will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. When they came
to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his
son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter
his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am
I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you
have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind
him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day,
“On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”
Psalm 16:1-12
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Romans 8:31-39
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that,
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is
written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
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angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Mark 8:31-38
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and
the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” And he called to him the
crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s
will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can a man give in
return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will
the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
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