Lectionary May 2017
Wednesday, May 1, 2017 – The Feast of St. Philip and St. James, Apostles (transferred)
BCP 238-240
Sunday, May 7, 2017 – Third Sunday after Easter (A)
Nehemiah 9:6-15
And Ezra the priest said, “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all
their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of
heaven worships you. You are the LORD, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and
gave him the name Abraham. You found his heart faithful before you, and made with him the covenant to give to his
offspring the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite. And you
have kept your promise, for you are righteous. And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry
at the Red Sea, and performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land,
for you knew that they acted arrogantly against our fathers. And you made a name for yourself, as it is to this day. And
you divided the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on dry land, and you cast their pursuers
into the depths, as a stone into mighty waters. By a pillar of cloud you led them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the
night to light for them the way in which they should go. You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke with them from
heaven and gave them right rules and true laws, good statutes and commandments, and you made known to them your
holy Sabbath and commanded them commandments and statutes and a law by Moses your servant. You gave them
bread from heaven for their hunger and brought water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and you told them to go
in to possess the land that you had sworn to give them.
Psalm 23:1-6

BCP 368

I Peter 2:19-25
For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit
is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a
gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When
he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to
him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
John 10:1-10
Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another
way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper
opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all
his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but
they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but
they did not understand what he was saying to them. So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the
door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door.
If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
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Sunday, May 14, 2017 – Fourth Sunday after Easter (A)
Deuteronomy 6:20-25
Moses said, “When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies and the statutes
and the rules that the Lord our God has commanded you?’ then you shall say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh’s slaves
in Egypt. And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. And the Lord showed signs and wonders, great
and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. And he brought us out from
there, that he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers. And the Lord commanded us
to do all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this
day. And it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment before the Lord our God, as he
has commanded us.’”
Psalm 66:1-8

BCP 417

I Peter 2:1-10
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the
pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you
come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
John 14:1-14
Jesus said, “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where
I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you had known
me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him,
“Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do
not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority,
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else
believe on account of the works themselves. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works
that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name,
this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.”

Sunday, May 21, 2017 – Fifth Sunday after Easter (Rogation) (A)
Isaiah 41:17-20
Thus says the Lord: “When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched with
thirst, I the Lord will answer them; I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers on the bare heights, and
fountains in the midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. I
will put in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive. I will set in the desert the cypress, the plane
and the pine together, that men may see and know, may consider and understand together, that the hand of the Lord
has done this, the Holy One of Israel has created it.”
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Psalm 148:1-13

BCP 524

I Peter 3:8-18
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay
evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a
blessing. For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from
speaking deceit; let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord
are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” Now
who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake,
you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior
in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.
John 15:1-8
Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because
of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

Thursday, May 25, 2017 – The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ – BCP 177-178
Sunday, May 28, 2017 – The Sunday after Ascension Day (A)
Ezekiel 39:21-29
Thus says the Lord, “And I will set my glory among the nations, and all the nations shall see my judgment that I
have executed, and my hand that I have laid on them. The house of Israel shall know that I am the Lord their God,
from that day forward. And the nations shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity, because
they dealt so treacherously with me that I hid my face from them and gave them into the hand of their adversaries, and
they all fell by the sword. I dealt with them according to their uncleanness and their transgressions, and hid my face
from them. Therefore thus says the Lord God: Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the whole
house of Israel, and I will be jealous for my holy name. They shall forget their shame and all the treachery they have
practiced against me, when they dwell securely in their land with none to make them afraid, when I have brought them
back from the peoples and gathered them from their enemies’ lands, and through them have vindicated my holiness in
the sight of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the Lord their God, because I sent them into exile among
the nations and then assembled them into their own land. I will leave none of them remaining among the nations
anymore. And I will not hide my face anymore from them, when I pour out my Spirit upon the house of Israel, declares
the Lord God.”
Psalm 47:1-9

BCP 398

I Peter 4:12-19
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange
were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when
his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God
rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. For it is time for judgment to begin at the
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household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?
And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” Therefore let those who
suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

John 17:1-11
When Jesus had finished talking to his disciples, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal
life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father,
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. I have manifested your
name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have
kept your word. Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. For I have given them the words
that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given
me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given
me, that they may be one, even as we are one.”
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