Lectionary October 2017
Sunday, October 1, 2017 – Trinity XVI-- Proper 21 (A)
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel,
‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, declares the Lord God, this
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of
the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of
Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? When a righteous person turns away from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. Again, when a wicked
person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. Because
he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die.
Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your
ways that are not just? Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house
of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.”
Psalm 25:1-14

BCP 369

Philippians 2:1-13
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection
and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.
Matthew 21:28-32
Jesus said, “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other
son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of
God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors
and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe
him.”

Sunday, October 8, 2017 – Trinity XVII-- Proper 22 (A)
Isaiah 5:1-7
Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile
hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and
hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, O inhabitants of
Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I
have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I
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will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be
trampled down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also
command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the
men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold,
an outcry!

Psalm 80:1-15

BCP 441

Philippians 3:14-21
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature
think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to what
we have attained. Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you
have in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of
Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things.
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly
body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
Matthew 21:33-43
Jesus said, “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around
it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. When the season
for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his servants and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them.
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of
the vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you,
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits.”

Sunday, October 15, 2017 – Trinity XVIII -- Proper 23 (A)
Isaiah 25:1-9
O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for you have done wonderful things, plans
formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the foreigners’ palace is a
city no more; it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a
shade from the heat; for the breath of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall, like heat in a dry place. You subdue
the noise of the foreigners; as heat by the shade of a cloud, so the song of the ruthless is put down. On this mountain
the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow,
of aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil
that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let
us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
Psalm 23:1-6
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Philippians 4:4-13
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is
at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
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pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and
the God of peace will be with you. I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for
me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I
have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In
any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all
things through him who strengthens me.

Matthew 22:1-14
And again Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they
would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ But they paid no
attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them
shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned
their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore
to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and
gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came
in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you
get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand
and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are
called, but few are chosen.”

Wednesday, October 18, 2017 –The Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist
BCP 253-254
Sunday, October 22, 2017 – Trinity XIX -- Proper 24 (A)
Isaiah 45:1-7
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him and
to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: “I will go before you and level the
exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures
of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by
your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you
do not know me. I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know
me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the Lord,
and there is no other. I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the Lord, who does
all these things.”
Psalm 96:1-13
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I Thessalonians 1:1-10
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace. We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only
in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to
be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God
has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of
reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.
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Matthew 22:15-22
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle Jesus in his talk. And they sent their disciples to him, along
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not
care about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay
taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the
coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?”
They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.

Saturday, October 28, 2017 –The Feast of St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles (A,B,C)
BCP 254-255
Sunday, October 22, 2017 – Trinity XX -- Proper 25 (A)
Exodus 22:21-27
And God said, “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. You
shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, I will surely hear
their cry, and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your
children fatherless. If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall not be like a moneylender
to him, and you shall not exact interest from him. If ever you take your neighbor’s cloak in pledge, you shall return it
to him before the sun goes down, for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he
sleep? And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.”
Psalm 1:1-7

BCP 345

I Thessalonians 2:1-8
For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain. But though we had already suffered
and been shamefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God
in the midst of much conflict. For our appeal does not spring from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, but just
as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God
who tests our hearts. For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is
witness. Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or from others, though we could have made demands
as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. So, being
affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves,
because you had become very dear to us.
Matthew 22:34-46
But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. And one of them, a
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments
depend all the Law and the Prophets.” Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question,
saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to
them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet’? If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” And no one was able to
answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.
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